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DEDIKASHUN. 



HEAR YCC! HEAR YEE ! 
tHtt ALUilNAX VL Z«DIKA1^D tO 

THE NEW YORK WEEKLY/ 
The Graiv Story Paper pv the 19TH Century, 

unequalled Itt VSt nordty and variety ov \t% seriak, nnsor- 

passed in the brilliancy oy its sketches, and un* 

aproadied in the magmtnde ov its cu-culashim.. 
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yOSff BILLINGS. 
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Personaly cum before me^ a justiss ov the Piece^ in and 
for^ Old Pordunk townships Josh Billings^ Allminaker^ 
who swares tew the okteu eireumstansit, 
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POKDUNK, } 
Oct. Itt, X873. J 



Job X P0TTER9 Justiss. 
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A SOLIUM PHAKT. 

Kaliko hawb are a modern institushun, but kod- 
phish bawls imz known tew our ansesstors. 
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SIGHNS AND WONDERS FOR THE 

YEAR 1874. 

Whenever yu see a yung man hanging around a korner 
grosery, and drinking 3 cent gin every time he kan git 
enny boddy tew ask him, yu kan make up yure mind 
that he haz bin unanimously nc»ninated for the stait 
prizon, and will probably git his dekshuD. 



Whenever yu see an old goose setting on a post hole, 
and trieing tew hatch the hole out,, yu kan cum tew the 
konklushun that she is strikly a one idee goose. 



Whenever a forlorn kat gits under yure windo, in a hot 
nite, and begins tew holler, yu may kno that kat wants 
sumthing, — ^killing, probberbly. 



Whenever yu see a dog stop suddintly, in the road, 
with a flee onto him, and begin tew flea round, and round, 
after himself untill he falls down, and rools over, yu will 
say tew yureself, that dorg iz like the wicked, he fleas, 
when no man perseweth. 



OIL OF KONSOLASHUN. 

The '' Josh Billings Allminax'' iz one oy our tex books, 
at the Pordunk Feminine Institoot 

Mrs. Charity SJddmore^ A,M* 



Medisin Book — ^Ugh I ! 

Spotted taii^ Chief &v the Pawnees. 



Full ov thought, full ov pathos, full ov phun* 

John Brace^ Z.L.D. 



It's a big thing, bi Jupiter. 



BiUy Murdok. 



How spontaneous t How pathetic I How preponder- 
ating t How I — How are yu Josh 1 

Dohtor Blake. 



Oh yu pesky thin^ Josh ! jru are too killing. 

SdUy Ann Sprauge. 



ADAM BILLINGS, 

• - • 

Adam Billings waz the fust ov the Billingses. He waz 
veny phatt. Little did he dream ov the glorious krop 
that waz a going tew spring up from hiz sowing. He waz 
bom, az near as i Ean^Eg^r, about the year 1200, more 
or less. Hiz temper iz represented az being az even az 
the figger 2. Hiz habits were az ptire ^ ihe mountain 
dew; he neVer drinkt enny spiritous rum, nor root eleva- 
tors. He went barefutt untill hiz 32d year, and ever 
afterwards luved the naked futt. He waz a good danser, 
and realized thoze blessed old shake downs, now gone 
and fled. He waz named after the original Adam, and 
iz sed, bi them 'who remember them both, 'tew reseihbel 
him mtitch in %e kast ov hiz face. He waz too fond ov 
the marvelous, he wouldn't tell a lie exackly, but he could 
cum az near tew it, az a swftllo'kan to a frog's noze, when 
they skim a mud puddle. Adam Billings iz now ded, i 
beleave, but if he aint, and this jhbiildihbet Hiz ej^e, he 
kant, i think, but admire the square manner in which his 
luvely relik haz handled his case. Adam Billings didn't 
leave much reputashun behind him, but what he did 
leave, is fair tew middling. We nee'r shall see him 
more. Probably- not. Too true. Rather melankoUy 
than otherwise. 



MORAL. 



Thare iz naut so hard for grief tew handle, 
Az the man whoze ribs are phatt 's a kandle. 
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ZEPHENIAH BILLINGS, 

/ HIZ MEMOHANDUK. 

: \ 

Zepheniah Billings waz a phiddler bi birth and pur- 
swashun. /He also had another natral gif^ and that waz 
tew owe eveiyboddy. Late in life he quit phiddling, and 
took up shuniaking ; but the world lost a good phidler bi 
the operashun, and got a kussid poor shumaker. Oh ! 
'tis ever thus. At hiz final deth he owed upwards ov 70 
dollars, and hiz leavings konsisted ov one old phiddle, 
and a pint ov bass wood shupegs. He would travel on 
foot 7 miles tew a kuntry tavern, and phiddle all nite at 
a kuntry bawl for 75 cents, and owe the landlord two 
dollars and a half nex morning for vittles and drink. 
Zeph' was an unprofitable man to know, for he couldn't 
tend an evening meeting, on sunday, without running 
into det to sumboddy. It waz sed ov him, that he waz 
never known tew shed a tear or pa a det He died 
finally, and i presume he was saved ; but he may hav bin 
lost, for accidents will happen in the uppermost familys. 
He had a cool hed, and a warm harte. Bless Zepheniah 
Billings, he was a ripe skollar on the phiddle, and could 
pla ^^ Tare her down Sal" and sich dear old sweet- 
savoured things, klean up tew perfekshun. He haz gone 
now, allass ! allass I but i am prepared tew say, in the 
language ov another, " Bully for yu, Zepheniah ! " All 
flesh iz grass. So iv'e bin told. Funny. Mutch. 



MORAL. 

To kure the fidgits and calm the bile, 
The phiddle iz like kastor ile. 
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Human natur iz like cow natur, 
i hav known them both tew giv a 
good mess ov milk, and then kik 
it over. 


I luv a phool, what little i kno 
i hav lamt by hanging around 

them. 


Munny makes munny. We all 
ov us take our kom to the ritch 
miller tew hav it ground 


Thare iz two kinds ov wize peo- 
ple in this world, the wize and the 

unwite. 



JEHOSSAPHATT BILLINGS. 

HIS HEMORANDOM. 

Jehossiphat Billings waz a very kluss man ; he never 
i»'az known tew waste ennything, by giving it away. The 
grate extravaganse ov hiz life, and the one he never for- 
got tew speak ov, waz giving 3 dollars towards bilding 
the Pordunk meetin hous. After he giv the munny, he 
took such a deep interest in the work on the metin house, 
that the konimitty waz obliged tew giv him bak the mun- 
ny to git shut ov him. He swore he'd sue them for the 
interest on the munny, but he never did. Jehoss' Bil- 
lings waz one ov them kind ov men who mistake avarice 
for ekoneniy. He died at the age of 63, if i hav sarched 
right, from an overdose ov klam chowder drank at a free 
lunch. Jehossiphatt Billings had his phailings, but rek- 
less extravaganse want amung the lot, he also had his vir- 
teus, but blind and irrepressible generosity want among 
this lot neither. He waz buried, without eny fuss, in 
the year 1286. What has bekum ov him I kant state. 
Sleep on, Jehossiphat, in thi slumbers. I would like tew 
say sum more about Jehoss', but i kant without telling the 
truth. Truth iz sumtimes like a hot pertato, the only 
way tew handle it eazy, is tew drop it. I will dri up 
here. The end. Hush I Lay low. 



MORAL. 

The klussest man 1 ever knu, 
Waz Deakon Erastus Meggs, 

Tew save expense, he oft would sett, 
Hiz pullets on spile-ed eggs. 
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MELKISIDEK BILLINGS. 

mZ MEMORANDUM. 

Melkisidek Billings waz a dandy ov the old skool, and 
also a lover. He loved the whole entire femail popula- 
shun. He parted hiz hare in the middle, and did it un- 
kommon even. He had one grate weakness which g^ew 
on him, and that waz the length ov hiz little finger-nale. 
Historians say that this finger-nale gru tew be a yard in 
length, but it strikes me that this must be a profound lie. 
He waz a very punktillious man, in hiz every-day wear, 
and drest chuck up tew the fashun. Melkisidek hadn't 
mutch branes, but he didn't need much, for hiz bizzness 
thru life waz the lover bizzness. Just before he died 
he marrid, and left one dauter, a sentimental offspring, 
who afterwards run away, at the age ov i6, with a dan- 
sing master. Mel' Billings waz ov the nuter jender, he 
hadn't karakter enuff to do enny hurt, and ov kourse 
kouldn't do enny good. He died about the right time, 
anno dominoze, 1695, and waz buried comfortably in the 
grave yard, at lower Pordunk town. Melkisidek Billings 
waz mi ansesstor, and that waz kind in him. He had an 
epitaff on hiz stone which i dont rekolekt ov ever seeing 
in print before, and for the benefit ov those who studdy 
theze memorandums i will translate it ^' An honest man 
iz the nobiess work ov God.^* Good, aint it ? Kather I 



MORAL. 

Dandys are a harmless crew, . 

Ov the butterfly puTswashun ; 
Happy with a nektie new. 

Hero's ov sum small ockashun. 
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SOLOMAN BILLINGS. 

Vn, MEMORANDUll. 

Soloman Billings waz born the 26th ov May, 1322, old 
stile. He waz knone fiir and near for hiz chunks ov 
wisdiim, but, like Soloman ov old, he could talk wisdum 
better than he could do it. This iz the way with all the 
wize men i hav met lately. Soloman Billings waz a leede 
slippery, but he managed tew git thru life without slipping 
down mutch, and died reazonably well. He waz sed, bi 
all who knu him, tew be chuk full ov wisdum ; he could 
tell, bi looking at the egg, how mutch a goslin would 
weigh before it waz born, and when the best time waz 
tew set a hen or a gate-post. Sols mouth waz full ov 
wisdum ; litening couldn't strike a tree, just for fun, but 
what he would preach a moral sennon from the tex. He 
waz dredful sertain ov what he did kno, and want the 
least bit unsertain ov what he didn't kno. I find in dig- 
ging down tew the hard pan ov Soloman, mi ansesstor, 
that he had a grate deal ov vanity, a large amount ov im- 
pudense, a good supply ov inkredulity, just the things, for 
all the world, tew make a wize phool out of. He died az 
aforesed, and i look bak upon him az one who haz de- 
parted this life. Adew, Soloman, mi ansesstor. Deth iz 
tuff. Sumwhat I I will add, quite. 



MORAL. 

Wisdum chunks are chunkier far, 
Than all the chunks that chunky ar. 
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DUTERONOMY BILLINGS. 

HIZ MEMOEANDtm. 

Duteronomy Billings waz a square man. He waz az 
square az the bloks on a checker-board. He waz just 
the same kind ov a man in the fall, az he waz in the 
spring ov the year; yu didn't hav tew winter him tew 
find out who he waz. He alwus did az he agreed, but 
waz dredful bakw.ard about agreeing. Duteronomy waz 
immense in one thing, and that waz the length ot hiz 
noze. He had more noze ackordin, than enny man in 
history. One writer ov the eleventh sentury, sez hiz 
noze waz 8 inches in length, and another makes it a 
frackshun over lo inches ; i will split tlie difference, and 
call it 7. If Dute' waz alive now, i think he would sus- 
tain mi figgures. In writing theze details ov mi ansess- 
tors, i am guided bi a luv tew do a square thing, and if i 
er, it will be all owing tew mi luk. I never waz right 
lucky since I had the meazles. They took place in the 
14th year ov mi age, when i lived with mi unkle. I had 
them too thik. Duteronomy Billings waz named after 
old Duteronomy ov bible times, and az ansesstors run, 
he waz a very good kind ov a one tew hav. He died az 
he had lived, exackly square. In konklushun i will say 
lie still dear Dute', yu hav got a square thing. Thare 
iz force in the idee. I may add, grate force. Very. 
Indeed. 



MORAL. 



Sum men are oktagon. 
And sum three-sided are, 

'Tis mortal tuff tew find one 
Who iz kompletely square.' 
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PORKANBEANS BILLINGS. 



HIZ MEMORANDUM. 



Forkanbeans Billings lived and throve in the i6th sen- 
tury. He loved a horse with grate power. He' could 
swop a horse clusser than enny man that imparshall his- 
tory tells ov. He iz sed tew have swopped Deakon 
Absolem Featherweight, klean out ov a 5 year old sorrel 
horse, at ope swop, and the deakon waz looked upon az 
almost insurmountable in a dikker. Not tew disguise 
the fakt, Porky Billings waz a hoss jockey ov the anshunt 
daze, one who hung around the village tavern, and alwuss 
had on hand an old flag- tailed pelter, with a glass eye, 
tew trade with ennyboddy. I dont feal like bragging ov 
Forkanbeans az an ansesstor, but i must say, az a horse 
jockey, (if all reports are trew) i feal proud ov him. I 
forgot tew state, that Porky left no property. Thare iz 
a grate deal ov genius in the horse-swop bizzness but 
fu assetts. Forkanbeans died instantly, sumwhare about 
the fust ov the 17th sentury. He waz struk bi the hind 
feet ov a mule. Moral karakter even wont save a phello- 
being from dissolushun, when a mule^oes for him with 
both hind feet at once. Sich iz life. Sich iz the mule. 
Forkanbeans haz my sympathy, he also haz mi tears, but 
i dont serpose they will be worth mutch tew him now, he 
iz too ded. Fairwell old phello-being, fairwell mi an- 
sesstor. Deth iz our porshun. I think i kan say this 
without making a phool ov misel£ Undoubtedly. Yes. 
Jiss so. 



MORAL. 

Tew swop a horse and not git beat, 
Iz sumthing nice tew brag on, 

I tried it once, and that's the time 
I lost a horse — and waggon. 
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EKLEEZIASTIKS BILLINGS. 

VaZ lIBMORANOUai. 

Ekleeziastiks Billings waz a Puritan bi natur and occu- 
pashun. He waz az puritan az spring lam soaked in 
mint saus. Sum ov the most kold and thawless stok in 
all Nu England oozed from Ekleeze' Billings. He waz 
kreated nominally in the year 1570, and had hiz trunk 
packed tew cum over in the May Flower, but didn't cum. 
He cum over the nex fall, and went immejiately into the 
pilgrim bizzness. Ekleeziastiks kept a grocery store, 
and never sanded hiz sugar, nor watered hiz Nu England 
rum without fust asking tew be forgiv for it How 
pure ! how lam like ! Ekleeziastiks waz very tall, but 
then he waz very thin ; he waz over 6 feet perpendiklar, 
and not quite 7 inches thru. He weighed 146 with hiz 
winter clothes and cowhide boots on. He preserved hiz 
thinity unto deth. He died from eating too mutch gar- 
den-truk. How sad I how disinterested ! Ekleesiastiks 
had one virtew which shines tew this day, he waz very 
saving ov hiz clothes. Hiz best blu koat, with bra^s but- 
tons on, and a sharp tail tew it, he wore for 18 years, and 
then kut .oph the buttons and had it prest out, and sent 
it tew the heathen. Ekleeze' waz both a saving and a 
libral kuss. He lived tew be over 90, and then died 
game ; he wouldn't hav enny doktor. He dispized dok- 
tors bills. How touching! Truly. How touchful! 
Really. 



MORAL. 

Blest iz the man who iz partilmlar, 
And duz all things up perpindikular. 
(Chorus.) Ri fol de rol, ri folderikular. 
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LUKE BILLINGS. 



BIZ IfSMORANDUM. 



Luke Billbgs waz a skool-master ov the Nu England 
type and shaddo. He waz an uprite and an austere 
man, az uprite az a sperm kandle, and az austere az hoss- 
radish. I look bak onto Luke's memoirs and pitty him, 
for i pitty awl distrikt-skool masters, all mothers-in-law, 
and all grass widders. Luke Billings spent hiz whole 
life in the distrik-skool spekulashun, and died az poor az 
a salt kodfish. Hiz assetts konsisted ov a pocket-komb 
and a nu testament He used tew board round the 
naborhood, and waz alwuss az hungry az a pikrel. He 
never had enny friends, nor enny enemys; he waz like, a 
gide-board in this respek. Luke Billings never got 
marrid, he hadn't the time tew spare. He waz severely 
engaged, for 26 years, tew Nancy Burbanks, but they 
both died intestate. They sleep cluss together, in the 
old grave-yard, at lower Fordunk. Sleep on ! sleep on I 
dear old virgin couple, and pay no attenshun tew no- 
boddy. Lukey wore hiz hare long behind, and kept a 
distrik skool 34 years 6 months and 1 7 daze. Oh, dear I 
oh, dear 1 Luke i pitty yyx. Luke Billings iz an ansesstor 
that i look bak upon every now and then with my 
memory, and want tew fite sumboddy on hiz ackount 
Fairwell, luvely Luke. Fairwell Lukey. FairwelL 
Enufif sed. 



MORAL. 



From keeping skool, and the pay, 
Two things pestiverous, 

I feel az tho* Fd like to say. 
Good Lord 1 deliver us. 
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NEBUDKENNEZZAR BtLLTNGS. 

HIE MBMOftANmm.. 

Nebudkeniiezzar Billings waz an crfthan bi birthi and 
kept a hotel, he di4 When yu got frMe. pork at hiz 
house, it waz fride pork, it waz. Yu didn't hav a bill ov 
fare tew tell what it waz, yu didn't. Hiz wife waz 
smarter thscn chane litening, and kleaner than a £^ost, 
she waz. Her hash didn't hav enny paving-stuns, nor 
kart-wheels in it, it didn't Yu mite az well hunt for the 
lost tribes ov Izrael on her premises, az to hunt for a 
kokroach, yu mite. Neb's wife had red hare, and waz 
bony put together, and could fri pork, tend bar, harness 
a boss, tra(]e with a peddlar, and make a gin-sling that 
could almost talk, she could. Nebudkennezzar Billings 
waz a pollytishioner, and run hard for konstaMe in old 
Pordunk, for menny times, he did. It iz justiss tew hiz 
memoirs tew state, that tho he run well, the offiss alwuss 
beat him, it did. He never got elekted, he didn't. How 
prekarious ! how impekunious 1 how transhunt I Alass ! 
alass! Neb' waz kreated in 1502, and dissoluted in 
1569, and spent hiz whole life in the hash bizzness, he 
did. Hiz wife waz boss while here on earth, and will 
undertake tew be hereafter, she will. But she kant, kan 
she? She kant. Happy it iz that thare.iz a thussness 
in theze things. Thiice happy. Even nobby. That's so. 



MORAL. 

Every man thinks he kan keep a hotel, 
But O I how delusiv and rash, 

For thare aint no kind ov bizzness so mixt, 
Az doing a klean job in hash. 
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THE KAMMEI^ l.^OPARP. 
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The Kammel Leopard \z ^ % stoiy and attik animal. 
They are az spotted az a coach-dog, and hav a split futt. 

They are a bad job tew mount| and a wuss one tew 
stik to. 

They are perpindikular in the bak, and hay ^n ear like 
a yung mule. They kan kik further and laster than the 
mule k^. 

Thaire iz no more hair on their tails, than thare \i on a 
rope. 

They chew the kud, and swallo the juce. 

Thej kan nip foster than a gbc^t, spd jun^p klean 
away froni their sh|idd% 

They are natifTs ov Afrika, and cum here, az our 
coloured brother did, on spekulashun. 

They are one ov the luxurys ov civilizashun I belave, 
but which one ov the luxurys, i cant state. 

They are useless at home, and are only worth here, 
25 cents for a chance tew look at them once. 

Az a studdy they may be valuable, but a man who waz 
at all quick in the branes, could studdy one tew deth, in 
just about 10 minitts. 

If i owned all the Kammel Leopards in the world, i 
would sell them for a dollar a hed, (if i kould git it) and 
buy me a farm out in Iowa. 
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DOUBLE ATTRACTION. 

JOSH BILLINGS' 

NEW BOOK, 

JLZ.USTRJLTED BT 

THOMAS NASI, 

is sold only by subscription, and is now ready for Can- 
vassers. 

The combination of talent in thtetext and illustrations, 
of this BOOK, has made it one of t^ n^ost humorous and 
readable volumes ever printed Its title, 

"EVERY BODY'S FRIEND." 
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is a true index to its character ^ and every 
body wants to see and read it. 

It is full of cuts in Nast^s happiest style, and Billings 
says his sharpest says in it. None hesitate to subscribe 
for it, and agents at work are putting the books in 
thickly. It is a decided hit. 

New beginhers never had a better book to practise 
upon, and bid agents can astonish themselves with it. 

Now is the time to get choice territory. 

Full information^ with circulars^ etc., etc., 
sent free to all applicants. Address, 

AMERIGAm PUBLISHING CO.. 

Hartford, Conn. 



